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The Gallery has established annual scholarships for College students who are pursuing 
studies that support our mission statement of celebrating justice and peace through 
the visual and performing arts. The memorial scholarships are in memory of our 
volunteers and friends who worked tirelessly to support our mission. This year we have 
awarded seven $1000 scholarships to the following students: 
 
Mariam Ayoub 
Mariam is a student at Wayne State University studying interior design. A professor 
described her as a smart, dedicated and curious student who pays attention to detail. 
Mariam’s vision for peace and justice is to use her designs to help people feel peace 
and calmness. 
 
Sofia Becego 
Sofia is a student at The College of Creative Studies, pursuing a degree in Fine Arts. 
She is a volunteer at the Gallery serving as a curator for the gallery’s annual Visions of 
Peace show. Sofia believes that it is her generation’s responsibility to heal the injustices 
and hatred that is so apparent in our country and world. One of her professors said 
that she is an exceptional human and strives to be an advocate for peace and 
progressive change through her action and her art. 
 
Syed Sohaib Farrukh 
Syed is a student at Michigan State University in Electrical Engineering where he is 
active in the Pakistan Student Association. He feels that we need to listen and learn 
from people who are facing injustice.  On his application, Syed stated, “The best way to 
take action for peace and justice is to vote.” 
 
Taylor Kelley 
Taylor is a student at Wayne State University in Digital Arts.  Taylor hopes that her art 
will give voice to those who are otherwise unheard. An employer stated that she is well 
rounded and able to juggle school, her art and her work. A professor said that she has a 
passion and dedication to her work that sets her apart from most students. 



Chandler Maples 
Chandler will be a senior at Michigan State University studying organizational 
communication. He will strive to uphold the values of peace and justice in his career. 
An employer said that Chandler has a great work ethic and knows that he works hard 
to get good grades. He described him as a “righteous” person who cares about his 
fellow humans. 
 
Chase Maples 
Chase is studying Information Science at Michigan State University. He participates in 
the United Nations Association and is a volunteer for a climate change lobbying 
organization. In his field he will strive for justice and equity regarding the accessibility 
of tools, Internet platforms and media to those who are marginalized. One of his 
references replied that Chase works hard and was accepted for an internship before 
the pandemic. 
 
Anika-Kafi Summers 
Anika is enrolled in Methodist Theological School of Ohio where she is seeking a Master 
of Divinity degree. Peace and justice are at the core of her call into ministry. As a 
person of color she states that peace has been subjective and “threatened”.  She wants 
people to know that peace is a God-given value. One of her professors said she is a fine 
student who is bright, reflective, highly motivated and hard working. “Anika is deeply 
committed to guiding the congregations she will serve to be a transformative presence 
in the world through peacemaking with justice.” 
 
 

 


